
Library Bond Act Grant Applications - Cycle 1
Office of Library Construction Findings

Project Name [Number] Berryessa Branch Library 1055 Current Square Footage 8,637
Applicant San Jose, City of Project Square Footage 26,000
Operating Library Jurisdiction San Jose Public Library Service Area Population: 70,960
Project Type New Library
Project Priority 1st Anticipated Construction Start Date: 2/14/2003

Joint Use Type Joint Venture
Multipurpose?  NO Total Project Amount $11,897,956
Leased Site:  NO State Grant Amount $7,509,356

Rated Other
[see map]

71%

Yes

Poor Condition  ( = Very Good )

Very Good

Very Good
Outstanding

Overall Rating: Very Good

The plan of service is a general but adequately follows from the results of the needs assessment, providing appropriate branch level services.  Goals and objectives 
follow those of the city-wide plan, but service indicators are specific to the community.  The joint venture service, a homework center and a computer center, are 
generally described and are an extension of the school district's family training program.  Response to bilingual service needs is the inclusion of foreign language 
materials.  The plan of service adequately addresses student needs, also in general terms.

Population Growth     70.9%

Age and Condition   The library was built in 1968 and has not been renovated.   Major deficiencies of the existing library:  inadequate technology and electrical 
infrastructure; mechanical systems at the end of their life cycle; non-compliance with ADA codes; inappropriate and inflexible space adjacencies; and inadequate 
parking.
Needs of residents/response of proposed project to needs   The needs assessment process was a part of the city's overall Branch Facilities Master Plan, which 
included an advisory committee  represented by the residents of this community.  The city-wide process included community workshops, user surveys, meetings with 
neighborhood associations, as well as community meetings in the specific service area.  Analysis of the input and demographic data resulted in adequate determination 
of library service needs.   The needs assessment process provided for generalized examination of the needs of K-12 students.

Appropriateness of proposed site for the proposed project:

Financial capacity of applicant to open and maintain operation of the library
          (new libraries only):

Summary of Review Panel Comments

Age and condition of existing library:
Inadequacy of the existing library in meeting needs of residents and the response
          of proposed project to meeting the needs:
Plan of Service integrates appropriate electronic technology:

                        Bond Act Factors [California Code of Regulations Title 5, Section 19998 (a)]

Needs of urban and rural areas:
Population growth: 
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Appropriateness of Proposed Site  The proposed project will place the library on the same site, adjacent to the current library's location.  The site is in a park, which is 
centrally located,  and it is adjacent to an elementary school, with 3 additional schools within 1/4 mile.  It's within close proximity to the east/west major arterial street.  
The site is accessible by public and private transportation, by bicycle, and by foot.   The site size is adequate for the proposed library, and there are no conditions on the 
site that require special design solutions.  

Financial Capacity   The applicant has committed to the on-going operation of the completed library.

The building program, which was updated in 2002 to include meeting and study rooms, a computer center, and a teen area, adequately implements the requirements of 
the plan of service but does not include either a homework or family literacy center as described in the needs assessment and plan of service.

The conceptual plans adequately incorporate the requirements of the building program, with one significant omission:  the family literacy center is not shown on the floor 
plan.  Programmed and actual square footages are shown on the floor plan, but non-assignable square footage is not shown.

The joint use agreement is for a Homework Center, Computer Center, and Family Literacy Center (the activities of the latter to be held in the Computer Center).  Onus is 
on the city - the school district provides teacher supervision when they teach computer skills to classes in the library.  Otherwise, the school district's responsibilities 
seem to consist of recruitment of volunteers and use of the facility.  Permanent staffing, funding, and operation are the city's responsibility.  There is no review or 
evaluation program process mentioned.  This does not appear to be a mutually beneficial partnership.

Plan of Service Integrates Appropriate Technology    The application of technology is considered throughout the planning documents.  Specific technology uses 
include:  self-checkout machines; computer centers for children and teens; "eBranch" terminals throughout the building; 6" raised flooring to provide flexibility in future 
placement of PCs; wired tables and carrels throughout the building and an "Internet café" with workstations and capability for users to plug-in their own laptops.  
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